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The untimely deaths of O Thomas Achen and Professor Alexander Karackal:
Through their deaths, the Holy Orthodox Church lost two great legends of our
time, and I lost two great elders, friends, and mentors. They sacrificed and ac-
quired great fame, so serving as a medium for the expression of the centuries-old
tradition of the Orthodox spirit in the New World. O Thomas Achen and Professor
Alexander Karackal have always been our inspiration, our model of spiritual fa-
therhood, and our guidance in the pastoral care of Christian souls; we will never
forget their numerous contributions to our Mother Church. We will never forget
our debt to their enduring love for all of us, and while we mourn their departure, we
rejoice that they have “passed from death to life” and are now rejoicing in the
heavenly kingdom with the believers. They have returned to their first and genu-
ine country, and we can take heart in the fact that they continues to intercede for
us through Christ. I fervently pray for the tranquility of their souls and for their
readiness to view the face of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest. I extend
my condolences to the friends, students, and family of the cherished and es-
teemed O Thomas Achen and Professor Alexander Karackal. May God open His
arms and embrace our beloved Achen and Professor in His loving arms. May their
memories be eternal and blessed.

Fr. Alexander J. Kurien
Washington DC
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His Coming Again
St. Mark 13:30-37
Fr Nithin V Rajan

At home we are always asked by our parents to keep the house well,
because at unexpected times we may have guest coming. It is the prestige of
the household to ensure that the house is well maintained. The up keeping of
a house is a continuous process. Reception plays a very important place in
the world. When we walk into an office or a hotel we always look for the
reception counter. Reception is the first sign of communication, if the reception
is done well it is a positive sign of acceptance. Reception is the first point of
interaction.

In the scriptural portion of the week also we see the promise of God’s
Word and the invitation to be alert is articulated.

The Unchanging Word of God:

“Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all
these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will never pass away”. St. Mark 13:30-31.

We cling on to His promise and live our day to day affairs. If we do not
acknowledge His unfailing mercy we will have a different world view. We
have a strong foundation which cannot be shaken about the promises of
God, so we need to live according to the Word of God.

Prophets, Apostles and Saints - why did they endure all suffering? It’s
because they believed in the unchanging Promises of God. They wanted to
keep it up even if the world rejected them so they gave up their lives.

Thursday Third Hour Qolo of the Shehimo Prayers, we chant about
detachment while still living in this world.

“Woe to him- whose soul is not bound to this world,
Because that bond cannot be broken.

The world deceives, he who loves it cannot be
Diligent for — it is seductive

Blessed is he who- like a diligent merchant,

Has acquired life which shall not end”

His coming again:

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know
when that time will come. St. Mark 13:32-33.

The Time:

The most important aspect here is we do not know the time and we need
to wait. If we knew the time things could be done in a more organized way.
We could keep an alarm set and do the needful. His coming again is not
known by anyone but everyone is awaiting the Great Day. That is the reason
in the Creed we repeat each time “We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the New Life in the world to come”.

We think there is time, let us take a break, but this is the most dangerous
thought of human being. It is much tougher to identify the enemy around us
and within us when the enemy is comfort, materialism, and pleasure seeking
self-satisfaction. We need to keep up with the time so that we live a life with
lesser burden and with more commitment. Any time anywhere we should be
able to say I am ready Lord. Ephesians 5:15-17 “Be very careful, then, how
you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity,
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what
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the Lord's will is”. We need to be wise and careful
so that we will be ready with brightened lamps to

receive Christ when He comes in Great glory to judge both the living and the
dead.

Wake up! Don’t Fall Asleep!

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on
the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say
to you I say to all: Keep awake.” St. Mark 13:34-36.

Each one is given a specific duty to be completed before the master returns.
It is the master’s decision to assign works to each slave. And when the
master returns the slave needs to give an account for it. Each one will be
judged according to his/her own situation. The slave is expected to be doing
his duty and ‘Time and tide waits for none’. Usually we think there is time
and try to postpone things in life. This is a grave mistake most of us commit
in life.

We need to be a watchman who wouldn’t allow the thieves to come in
and also would alert others that the thief is coming.

Here sleep doesn’t mean a physical sleep. It means the alertness we are to
be in, as the enemy devil is trying to strengthen his army by stealing God’s
sheep. As we read in 1 Peter 5:8 “Be alert, be on watch! Your enemy, the
Devil, roams around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.” 1f
we relax a bit also it may result in danger. We need to be on high alert as we
prepare ourselves to be present before our savior and master. Each day, each
second we need to be alert and awake. As we sing in the Morning Qolo of the
Sleeba namaskaram

(Raajyathin vaathil- cheriyathuma margham....)
How narrow the door- and straight the path, which
Leads to the kingdom

He who wants to follow it

Needs restraint and discipline

He who relaxes his guard

Is drawn to the path of sin

By his will- he will lose his soul

It is our decision to choose, the choice is ours. It is our choice in - what
way we need to earn money, the music we listen, what we watch, what we
hear, the message we send, the friendship we form, the clothes we wear,
what we drink, what we eat, the routine we choose, the place we go, the
thoughts we put into action, the temptation we fall, the temptation we resist,
the plan we make, the career we choose etc. So our actions have a great
impact in our lives so choose wisely so that we can be a perfect Christian
according to the laws of God.

“The law of the Lord is perfect; it gives new strength. The commands of
the Lord are trustworthy, giving wisdom to those who lack it. The laws of the
Lord are right, and those who obey them are happy. The commands of the
Lord are just and give understanding to the mind”. Psalm 19:7-8. Let us
follow the Scripture as God’s word is a lamp for our feet, and a light to our
path. Amen. Q
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ORTHODOX CHURCH FATHERS

Nothing that is comes into
existence without God, so that the

Dr.Vipin K Varughese
(Asst Professor,
Dept of Commerce) for
being appointed as District
Co-ordinator of Electoral
Literacy clubs in kottayam
by District Collector.

marvel of everything that comes
into being might lead us back to
Him who made it.

St. Gregory of Nyssa
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